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By Tara Holmes

Every Moment Counts – The compelling
true story of a palliative care pioneer

Inspirational: The poor treatment in hospital of Mary Butterwick’s husband
was what made her so committed to end of life care

Hands-on approach: A carer assists
her elderly patient

FACING the dreadful prospect of
losing a loved one is an unavoidable
part of life which catches up with all
of us at some point.

As I kept vigil day and night at my
mother’s bedside eight years ago, I
remember how kind words and selfless
acts from hospital staff could make all
the difference during what was an
exhausting and traumatic time.

Today, end of life care is something
we take for granted. Hospice care, in
particular, has allowed countless peo-
ple to die with dignity and given fami-
lies a proper chance to say goodbye to
loved ones in their final days of life.

It is thanks to unsung heroes such as
Mary Butterwick OBE that palliative
care is now widely available through-
out the country. The compelling tale
of the veteran volunteer’s personal
crusade to realise, against the odds,
her dream of opening the first hospice
in north east England is told in a new
book by Carmel Thomason, a Catholic
journalist and author.

Every Moment Counts tells how,
following her husband’s unexpected

death after a short illness, Mary, now
86, fought to bring better palliative
care to one of the most neglected
areas of the country. The 190-page
book is the fruit of many conversations
over the years between the two women
but it was Carmel’s first interview with
Mary as a young journalist which
opened the way for this moving and
inspirational account.

Carmel, 38, was working as a fea-
ture writer on the Evening Gazette in
Middlesbrough when she was sent to
interview Mary for a new column.

She recalled: “After the interview
I remember phoning my friends and
saying: ‘I’ve just met the most amazing
woman.’”

Carmel knew in her heart of hearts
that she would one day write the full
story of Mary’s remarkable life. It also
turned out that Mary, a staunch Angli-
can, had been hoping to meet a writer
who shared her Christian faith and
could tell her story with integrity.

Carmel discovered many crossovers
between Mary’s experiences and those
of her own family at the time of her
grandmother’s death.

She explained: “Mary was devas-
tated that she lost her husband, John,
so quickly. The thing that most angered
her was how she and her husband had
been treated in hospital.

“My grandma had died within a
month of John and she, too, had been
treated very badly. It was at opposite
ends of the country, but the lack of
care in the hospitals during that bitter
cold winter of 1979, and the hurt
caused, were exactly the same.”

In the days leading up to his death,
Mary’s husband fell twice in hospital.

“One of the nurses said to her that
she might as well go home,” said
Carmel, sadly. “She told Mary there
was nothing she could do for her
husband now.”

She added: “It’s a shock to lose
someone so close, almost without
warning, but it’s the careless words,
the lack of dignity and respect for life
that creates even deeper wounds that
are so hard to heal. If we’d both experi-
enced this, then I knew that there’d be
hundreds, if not thousands of others
who felt the same.”

Mary, a part-time worker in a tea

factory, sold her house, bought a
run-down property with a tree growing
through the floor and turned it into a
hospice.

Butterwick Hospice has since grown
into two purpose-built hospices and
outreach services, caring for up to 200
patients and their families each day.

“Mary never focused on how big or
ambitious her project was,” explained
Carmel.

“She didn’t see the obstacles or the
barriers. She believed in the power
of love, recognised the importance of
our smallest actions and had the
strength to speak her mind to take
action against injustice.

“Mary stood up against the status
quo of the time and said: ‘This is
wrong – we should try to change it.’
Her belief in something better and her
passion to make it happen sowed the
seeds of hospice care as we know it
today to the benefit of thousands of
families.”

‘Courage’

One of the biggest lessons Carmel
learnt from Mary was to approach life
in terms of “what you can do rather
than what you can’t”.

With 14 hospices in the north east
today, Carmel says it is hard to imag-
ine why Mary felt she had no option
but to sell her home to set up the
region’s first.

“However, it’s more astonishing how
someone near retiring age would not
only have the courage but also the
energy to do it,” revealed Carmel.

“Selling her home was a bold
move. It was saying, ‘I’ve put my
money where my mouth is, now will
you join me?’”

Mary’s personal crusade, said
Carmel, also brought to the fore the
need to forgive the medical staff who
had made the careless comments
around the time of her husband’s death.

“However, forgiving and forgetting
are two very different things,” said the
Catholic author.

“What Mary could never forget was
the unnecessary pain caused to John by
neglect, be it intentional or not. She
couldn’t accept the inability of some
people to treat others as human beings,

and that meant everyone, even those
who had been diagnosed as being
terminally ill. Whatever that meant in
real terms, and she still didn’t fully
understand it, she knew it didn’t mean
that these people were any less alive
than anyone else.

“The important part, in her eyes,
was to get on with living and to make
the most of opportunities. To care
for one another and to let those closest
to us know how much we love and
value them – simple things, which cost

so little in monetary terms, but which
can mean so much. It was these simple
things which she felt had been denied
to John at the end.

“If a person couldn’t be made physi-
cally better, then there should be
somewhere where they could spend
time and leave feeling healthier in
mind and spirit.”

■ Every Moment Counts, £10.99,
by Carmel Thomason is published
by Darton Longman & Todd Ltd.
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Teacher i/c English and Drama
Required for September 2011

A well qualified graduate is required to teach English
and Drama successful department. The successful

candidate will be able to teach across the age range and
will have relevant experience teaching to GCSE.

Post is subject to a CRB check
Salary range U1

Contact:  Headteacher’s Secretary 
For further details and an application form, or e-mail

stmarysoffice@aol.com
St. Mary's College, 

57 Midanbury Lane, Southampton SO18 4DJ.
Telephone:  023 80670150

CLOSING DATE:  Friday 20th May 2011

ST. MARY’S COLLEGE
an Independent Roman  Catholic

Co-Educational Day School
3-16 Years

To advertise in our 
education section 
please telephone our 
direct line on 

0161 488 1750

By Sean Price

Site of new school
blessed by clergy

Ratcliffe College students make a sound
investment on the virtual stock market

Stoke City has good
ground for worship CATHOLIC clergy donned their hard hats to

consecrate the site of a school in Cheshire which
is now under construction.

School chaplain Fr Jonathan Mitchell blessed
the ground on which the new St Ambrose
Catholic Grammar School in Hale Barns will
stand. The service took place at the centre of the
new £22.5m pathfinder building and involved
the blessing and burial of a Celtic cross.

The school will be built in the shape of such
a cross and headmaster Michael Thompson said:
“We felt it would be apt to have a Celtic cross
underneath our feet and for the site of this fab-
ulous new project to stand on Holy ground.” 

Ground works have already started on land
adjacent to main Hale Road, with the new school
expected to be ready for September 2012. The
main body of the Celtic cross will feature four
houses, on two levels, with eight distinct learn-
ing faculties for mathematics, English, science,
languages, humanities, technology, religious
studies and sport. 

On the ground level will be an open plan
social area with a chapel at the heart of the
school, an auditorium for 1,000 people, which
can be converted into a theatre and a canteen.

The vertical line of the cross will be a state-of-
the-art sports centre with a competition- 
sized swimming pool, four badminton courts, a
fitness centre, dance studio and sports science
laboratory.

The school, which is a specialist
science college, gained academy sta-
tus in February – a turnaround con-
sidering that three years ago, it faced
closure under Stoke-on-Trent City
Council’s controversial secondary
reorganisation programme.

St Joseph’s prides itself in being
Stoke’s only Ofsted-rated ‘outstand-
ing’ secondary school. 

Among the guests,was one of the
school’s original students, Patrick
Brian Wright.

The 89-year-old, who now lives in
Alsager, attended the school from
1932 to 1939.

He said: “It’s great to be here, 
and certainly a different way of 

THE Britannia Stadium in Stoke
was transformed into a latterday
cathedral recently when 1,100 
students from St Joseph’s College
celebrated Mass at the home of
Stoke City.

The Mass was held to mark school’s
new academy status and commemo-
rate St Joseph’s feast day.

Headteacher of the Trent Vale
school, Roisin Maguire, said a further
500 guests from the community had
taken part in the service.

Ms Maguire, one of the country’s
new National Leaders in Education,
said: “St Joseph’s is a school that is
going places and Stoke City is a club
that is going places, namely Wembley
for the FA Cup semi-final and 
hopefully the final. I believe people in
the city will be proud of both institu-
tions, which say so much about us our
the strength, vigour and vibrancy of
the local community community.

“It was fantastic to be in the Britan-
nia Stadium celebrating the success of
the school and the annual feast day.
The stadium is a magnificent setting
to celebrate with the local community,
and our students were very excited to
be taking part. “

The Mass was celebrated by Auxil-
iary Bishop of Birmingham David
McGough who is a former pupil of St
Joseph’s Preparatory School. Students
in the Seddon Stand sung hymns
before the service and many gave
readings.

Bishop McGough, who was born in
Tunstall and now lives in Tean, said:
“It’s a great day for the school, as
they’re celebrating a very special day
in their calendar. “I wish the school all
the best.”

celebrating Mass to how we did
almost 80 years ago. It was fantastic
school back in the 30s with strong but
fair discipline and I very much believe
that everything I learned at St Joseph’s
helped me throughout my career as an
accountant.” 

Also at the Mass was John Rudge,
Stoke City’s director of football, who
said it had been “fantastic” to have the
school with the club, as it showed
Stoke City’s strong connection with
the community.

“Whether they sang as loud as our
fans I don’t know, but I’m sure they
did their best,” he said.

“There was certainly a similar sense
of belief and hope.”

Mass attendance: The service and inset, Stoke City’s John Rudge, 
headteacher Roisin Maguire and chairman of governors David O’Neill

STUDENTS at Ratcliffe
College in Leicestershire
have taken part in a
national competition
which offers students the
chance to trade on a 
virtual stock market.

The IFS Proshare
Challenge was offered to
Years 12 and 13 at the
school. 

Students had to enter
in teams of four with each
team given a ‘virtual’
£100,000 to invest.  

More than 7,500 teams
took part nationally and
the winning team at the
Catholic college this year
polled in at within the top
six per cent of all the
national teams, making a
capital gain of nearly
£8,463. They were also
only £2,000 off gaining a
place in the national
finals.

The second team were
close on their heels, with a
return of £8,455.

The winning team: From left to right; Sven Moss, Kaz Bhojani, tutor Tiffany
Spencer, Alice McKenna and Tom Mulligan investment
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SECONDARY EDUCATION

Crossed POs and cheques should be sent and made payable to:

THE LITTLE WAY ASSOCIATION U/04/03
Sacred Heart House, 119 Cedars Road, 
Clapham Common, London SW4 0PR
(Registered Charity No. 235703) Tel. 020-7622 0466

I enclose £ ................................to be allocated for:-

£............. ORPHANAGE IN UGANDA- Sr Dorothy Mugagga
£............. WELLS AND WATER £.........FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY
£............. MASS STIPENDS (please state no.         )

£............. LITTLE WAY ADMIN. EXPENSES

DONATIONS FOR THE MISSIONS ARE SENT 
WITHOUT DEDUCTION FOR ANY EXPENSES

Name (Rev. Mr. Mrs. Miss) ............................................................................
(Block letters please)

Address.....................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

“Sr Dorothy Mugagga is a Franciscan Sister based at Namayumba in eastern
Uganda. In this parish is located St Anthony’s Rehabilitation Centre, whose
main purpose is to promote pastoral programmes as well as the development
of poor, orphaned and vulnerable children in the community. Sr Dorothy
explains: “The current buildings are being used by the children, but they are
not completed and still need windows, doors and plastering. The Centre has
37 acres of land, where a Formation House for training future Sisters, as well
as a decent Orphanage, could be built. The latrines currently in use need to
be improved, as does the source of water, so that these
children and young Sisters get clean water to use.

The proposed building works will require 40,000
bricks, as well as sand, cement, iron bars, timber,

iron sheets, ceiling boards, doors, windows and 150
tins of paint.

“We shall be grateful to The Little Way Association for any
help you can give us with the cost of erecting the Orphanage
and Formation House.”

Your LENTEN GIFT will be forwarded
WITHOUT DEDUCTION to Sr Dorothy to help
build the much needed Orphanage and Formation
House.

YOUR LENTEN GIFT WILL
HELP BUILD ORPHANAGE

IN UGANDA

The Most Rev. Cyprian Kizito
Lwanga, Archbishop of Kampala,
is fully in support of this project.

He has written to THE LITTLE
WAY ASSOCIATION as follows:

“I recommend to you the project
submitted by Sr Dorothy
Mugagga. The Rehabilitation
Centre was established to assist
many orphans and vulnerable
children, as well as to train young
Catholic Sisters in their lives of
service. I wish you God’s
blessings and hope you can assist
the Sisters.”

“It is the little
things done for
love that charm
the heart of the

good God.”

St. Thérèse

All Little Way
benefactors share in a
DAILY MASS offered
for their intentions in

the Missions.

10
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0 FATIMA
PILGRIMAGE

to commemorate Our Lady’s
apparitions and to obtain her
intercession for the Missions.

11th to 17th May (7 days)
£450 (half board)

(also September & October
5 and 8 day departures)

Scheduled flights from Gatwick.
Accommodation at 
Little Way Centre.

A SENIOR London-based Polish priest has
voiced his disapproval over the “rapid laici-
sation” occurring among Polish Catholics liv-
ing and working in England and Wales, where
fewer than one in 10 currently attend church.

“Over one million Poles came in the latest
wave of emigration, of whom around 800,000
are still here,” said Fr Krzysztof Tyliszczak,
secretary-general of the Polish Pastoral Council
for Western Europe.

“Out of this group, some 48-57,000 come
to church each Sunday, which suggests
religious life isn’t a value for the current wave of
migrants in the way it was for previous emigre
generations.”

The priest was speaking after a three-day
meeting of the 60-member council at the Polish
Bishops’ Conference secretariat in Warsaw.
He told Poland’s Catholic information agency
(KAI) that 90 per cent of new migrants had
come to Britain in search of work, of whom just
more than half had succeeded in finding full-
time jobs, while the remainder worked part-time
or did casual labour.

He added that five per cent had obtained man-
agerial posts but only one per cent had found
employment as qualified specialists, while only
nine per cent of Polish Catholics continued to
attend Mass.

“It’s worrying that the decisive majority of our
countrymen are now working as unqualified
labourers,” said Fr Tyliszczak, who is also
chancellor of the Polish Church’s London-based
Catholic Mission. “The fact that 44 per cent
have also contracted non-sacramental marriages
also presents a serious pastoral problem.”

Unprepared

The Polish Mission’s 110 priests run 86
parishes for Polish Catholics in England and
Wales, most of whom arrived in search of jobs
and opportunities after their country joined the
European Union in May 2004, as well as cele-
brating Polish-language Masses regularly at
around 200 locations. However, some Polish
Catholics have complained that Mission Masses
are insufficient for migrant needs, and say visit-
ing Polish priests are often unprepared for
British conditions.

From September, Polish clergy coming to

minister in England and Wales will have to
spend an initial half-year in British parishes,
according to new rules agreed by a bilateral
Working Group set up in March 2008 to bring
the migrant pastoral care into line with Canon
Law and Vatican guidelines. The agreement
is expected to be confirmed by both bishops’
conferences at Easter and announced formally
after the final London session of the working
group in June.

Addressing the Polish Pastoral Council, which
includes clergy and lay representatives from
15 countries, the vice-chairman, Piotr Malos-
zewski, said a special session would be arranged
next autumn on how the teaching of the newly-
beatified Pope John Paul II could assist pastoral
care of migrant Catholics in countries such
as Britain.

“We want to refresh his summons and ask
ourselves about the role we should be fulfilling,”
said Professor Maloszewski, who works in Ger-
many. “On the one side, we have integrationist-
assimiliationist tendencies, while on the other
the faith cannot be lived in isolation from our
cultural roots. So the question is how to maintain
our Polish centres and personal appointments,
and co-ordinate our pastoral work.”

A FRENCH-CANADIAN
woman who now lives in
Gloucestershire is carrying
out a 40-day pro-life vigil
outside Cheltenham Gen-
eral Hospital.

Anne Harriss, from St
Gregory’s parish, said the
idea of the vigil started in
the United States and has
now spread to Australia,
Spain, Britain and other
countries, with the vigil
being held this year in 247
towns and cities through-
out the world.

Aiming for 40 days of
prayer and fasting, peace-
ful vigil and community
outreach, Anne has been
joined by passers-by and
parishioners. She said that
some people want a chat,
some ask questions about
abortion and some sit qui-
etly and pray.

“Some people passing in
cars do wind down their
windows and say some not
very nice things,” said
Anne, “but it’s part of
being in a public place and
you just accept that.” 

Left: Outside Cheltenham
General Hospital

THE St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) is performing
the passion play Road to Calvary at St George’s Cathe-
dral in Southwark next Friday (April 8).

The play, which has been performed for more than
20 years to thousands of people, will start at 7.30pm.

It has been produced by Peter Daley and is per-
formed with the involvement of many SVP members
from Menevia Diocese. Profits go towards projects run
by the SVP to support people in need.

Tickets for the play cost £10 for adults, £5 for
concessions (NUS, under 16s and OAPs) or £25 for a
family ticket (2 adults, 2 children). For more details,
contact Jessica Bray on: 020 7407 4644.

Huddersfield Poles mourn loss of Auschwitz survivor

SVP Road to Calvary playPriest speaks out as Polish
immigrants reject Church

St Mary Magdalen's 
Catholic Primary School

Howson Road, Brockley
London SE4 2BB

Tel:  020 8692 5055   Fax:  020 8691 0457
www. st-marymagdalens.lewisham.sch.uk

Email: Recruit@ st-marymagdalens.lewisham.sch.uk

Head Teacher
L22-28 (£69,897 - £79,835 PA).  Pupil role 210 

This post would be ideal for an existing Headteacher or 
outstanding Deputy Headteacher.

Required for September 2011/January 2012
Due to the retirement of our long serving and highly respected head teacher, the
Governors of this oversubscribed group 2 Catholic School seek to appoint another
inspirational Head Teacher who :

•  is a practising Catholic, committed to the vision and ethos of Catholic education
•  has successful teaching experience in primary education
•  has high expectations of pupil behaviour and achievement
•  has excellent interpersonal and communication skills

St Mary Magdalen's Catholic Primary School is a good school.  The Catholic ethos
is integrated into the whole life of the school.  This underpins the outstanding pastoral
support and the pupils’ excellent personal development.  The parents are
overwhelmingly supportive of the school.  Pupils enjoy school and are excellent
ambassadors for it.  (OFSTED, March 2008)

The School is an equal opportunities employer and is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and young people, and expects all staff and
volunteers to share this commitment.  The post will be subject to an enhanced
disclosure from the CRB

Application packs are available from the SAO, Ms Zarah Persaud, by phone or
email recruit@st-marymagdalens.lewisham.sch.uk 
All applications must be received by 12 noon on Tuesday 3rd May 2011
Shortlisting is on 10th May 2011 – Interviews are on 24th and 25th May 2011
Visits to the school are welcome please call the office to arrange.
Completed applications should be sent to 
recruit@st-marymagdalens.lewisham.sch.uk
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Bellerive FCJ Catholic College 
(Specialising in the Sciences, Maths,
Computing and Applied learning).
Windermere Terrace, Sefton Park, Liverpool L8 3SB
email: bhalligan@btconnect.com
Phone (0151) 727 2064 Fax (0151) 727 8242
www.bellerive.liverpool.sch.uk

HEAD OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TLR 1
The Governors wish to appoint a Head of Religious Education for
September 2011.  The person appointed will be expected to build on the
strengths of this department (rated as outstanding by the Archdiocese of
Liverpool).
Religious Education is a high profile and respected subject  throughout
the school.  All pupils study the subject  to G.C.S.E. and it is a popular A
level subject.  In addition all Sixth Form pupils follow an accredited course
(NOCN) which is available up to Level 3 standard.
The person will be required to work within the guidelines of the CES (an
Agency of the Bishops’ Conference).
It is a genuine occupational requirement that the person appointed to this
post will be a practising Catholic.
Bellerive is a popular, successful and over-subscribed Catholic College for
girls aged 11-18 with a mixed Sixth Form.  It works in partnership with 4
other schools at Post 16.  
‘Bellerive FCJ is an outstanding college.  This is a college where every
child matters and it is highly successful in its aims to enable students to
achieve their best’.  OFSTED inspection, November 2007.
‘Bellerive FCJ is an outstanding Catholic School.’  Archdiocesan
inspection, November 2007.
The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share
this commitment.  The successful applicant will be required to complete
an enhanced CRB check.
The closing date for applications is Monday 23 March 2009

Application forms are available for download on the Catholic Education
Service (CES) website www.cesew.org.uk. Please use the search option.
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THE Polish Catholic com-
munity of West Yorkshire
has been mourning the loss
of Auschwitz survivor and
local community stalwart
Irena Borzyskowska, who
died recently aged 88.

Mrs Borzyskowska, who
was born in 1923, lived
in Warsaw and became
actively involved in the
Armia Krajowa Polish
resistance movement when
the Second World War
broke out.

She was eventually cap-
tured by the Nazis and

transported to Auschwitz
before being taken to
Germany, where she was
made to work as a forced
labourer in a displaced
persons camp. 

In the camp, she was
housed alongside members
of the 1st Independent
Polish Parachute Brigade
and met her future hus-
band, Bronislaw. In time,
the couple ended up in a
Polish resettlement camp
in Lincolnshire, before
making their home in
Huddersfield.

Soon after her arrival in
Yorkshire, Mrs Borzys-
kowska became committed
to the development of the
local Polish immigrant
Catholic community.

She hosted visiting dig-
nitaries of the then Polish
government-in-exile and
was at the forefront of the
establishment of a Polish
Catholic church, commu-
nity centre and school.

She also devoted consid-
erable time and effort to
Polish ex-combatant and
Polish Catholic Marian

associations and also the
Polish Women’s Institute.

Mrs Borzyskowska
taught at the community-
run Saturday Polish school
and was eventually head-
mistress, a post she held
for many years until her
retirement in 2000 follow-
ing after half a century in
teaching.

In 2000, she was
awarded the ODM of
Poland, The Polish Order
of Merit of the Republic
of Poland, by the country’s
president.

The funeral service
of the tireless worker
of the local Polish Cath-
olic community took place
recently at Our Lady
of Czstochowa Queen
of Poland Church in
Huddersfield.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE PRO-LIFERS JOIN GLOBAL VIGIL

By Jonathan Luxmoore

Inspirational words
from a top consultant 
LEADING performance consultant
Humphrey Walters, who worked
with England’s 2003 Rugby World
Cup winning side, proved to be an
inspiration for pupils at a lecture
held at a Derbyshire Catholic
school recently.

Sixth form students at Mount 
St Mary’s College were treated to a
talk held by the businessman as part
of the Teaching and Learning pro-
gramme, aimed to provide pupils with
engaging and inspiring role models. 

Humphrey, who also works with
Chelsea Football Club, used his own
personal experiences to illustrate to
the students how to focus on success,
in particular, throughout the rest of
their time at the Mount and onwards. 

Speaking after the lecture, he, said:
“I wanted the students to understand
the importance of being part of a team
and the key elements of success, not
only by working together but also as
an individual.  

“The main point of my talk was
that winners don’t do different things,
they just do things differently. By 
discussing my experiences I hope
they recognise what is takes to go
from average to outstanding, and how
with simple behaviours you can be
special in whatever field you chose.”  

In 1996, Humphrey completed the
BT Global Challenge which has been
branded the world’s toughest round
the world yacht race, in order to
understand leadership in extreme 
circumstances. He had never sailed

before in his life.
Ten years later, he joined the JCB

team which beat the land speed record
for a diesel car in the United States.
He also works with Sandhurst Mili-
tary Academy, helping officers
improve their team leading skills.

Toby Leadbetter, director of the
Teaching and Learning programme,
said: “Both students and parents all
thoroughly enjoyed listening to the
talk, commenting that they felt truly
motivated and uplifted by his inspir-
ing experiences both in business and
personally. 

Ambition

“The talk is one of a series we have
put on this term as part of our new
Teaching and Learning Enrichment
programme, which has the aim of
raising the students’ ambition and
awareness of their potential, while
challenging themselves with new
experiences in order to be ambitious
and creative whatever path they
choose in life.”

After the lecture, Humphrey joined
students and teachers at a dinner 
celebrating sporting success and
achievements amongst the sixth form
sports teams. 

St Bede’s take Gaelic athletics trophy

Winning team: (Back row) Max Eddleston, Andrew Brennan, Callan Kinsella, Patrick Tierney Lever, Mr Niall
O’Hagan, (Front row) Edward Hatch, Liam Nolan, Niall Fallon, Paul Greaves, Edward Brett

A MANCHESTER Cath-
olic college has won this
year’s Year 7 division 
two Lancashire Gaelic
Athletics Association
Tournament. 

St Bede’s College,
based in south Manches-
ter, beat Broadoak School
in the final.

The tournament, which
has become an annual
event, was hosted by St

Bede’s. The division one
trophy was won by
Blessed Thomas Holford
School in Altrincham.

St Bede’s physics
teacher Niall O’Hagan,
who helped coach the
winning side, said: “It
was great to see so many
schools involved in the
tournament, coming from
places as far away as
Wigan to compete in the

prestigious competition.
“We nearly won the

double with our division
one side, but there is
always next year. The
tournament is a great way
of introducing the sport
to the students, some play
for their own GAA clubs
outside of college, but
other students have never
played the game before.”

Team captain Niall Fal-

lon said: “The team
played really well and we
were delighted to win the
trophy for the college.”

The college has a large
number of students with
Irish roots and three have
recently helped win 
the Under 17 GAA All
Britain Title and a trip 
to America in the summer
for an international 
tournament.

Words of wisdom: Humphrey 
Walters addressed the Sixth Form

PRIMARY EDUCATION



THE legalisation of prostitu-
tion does not improve the lot
of women working in the sex
trade, according to Ruhama,
the Irish Catholic group
working with women affected
by prostitution. 

“They are still subject to
abuse and violence,” Geraldine
Rowley told The Universe.

Her comments came after a
newly-elected independent
deputy from Wexford called for
the legalisation of the sex trade. 

“I think the girls would be
exploited less through a legal
system than through an illegal
system,” said Mick Wallace
TD. 

While Ms Rowley welcomed
Mr Wallace’s concern, she said
his comments played into the
hands of those who organise

the sex trade, the pimps who
would be delighted to be legit-
imised and become ordinary
businessmen. 

“When you legalise prostitu-
tion, you legitimise it. When
you legitimise it, then you nor-
malise it,” she said.

Holland and Germany,
where prostitution is legal, both
have huge sex trafficking 
problems. Holland is currently
re-evaluating its legislation
having seen a huge rise in
criminality and international
sex trafficking. 

Instead of following their
lead, Ruhama wants Ireland to
follow the Swedish example,
where the purchase of sex is
illegal. Sweden began by legal-
ising prostitution, but after a
period changed direction and
instead criminalised the 
purchase of sex moving the
‘crime’ from the woman selling

sex, to the man purchasing it. 
The law has had the effect of

cutting off demand and cultur-
ally it has made prostitution
unacceptable. As a result, the
sex trade has decreased.

In addition, the Swedes have
put resources into helping
women exit the trade. 

Prison

Ruhama estimates that
around 1,000 women are
caught up in the highly lucra-
tive sex trade in Ireland. 

Earlier this month, a man
convicted in Wales of control-
ling prostitution and money
laundering in Ireland, was
ordered to pay €2.2m or face
another 10 years in prison.

TJ Carroll, from Bagenal-
stown in Carlow, was jailed in
Wales for seven years follow-
ing an international investiga-

tion by the Gardaí, the PSNI
and the UK’s Serious Organ-
ised Crime Organisation.

He, his partner and their
daughter were all involved in
the business, operating 35
brothels north and south of the
border using 80 mobile phones
from their base in Wales. 

According to Ruhama, the
case highlighted the need for
further legislation to address
the role of technology in adver-
tising and organising prostitu-
tion, so Irish police can shut
down access to the trade on
mobile phones or the internet.

Given the state of economic
recession, there is a concern
too that more woman may get
involved because of poverty or
debt issues.

While certain media pro-
grammes like Secret Diary of a
Call Girl, promote the idea of
a “prostitute by choice”, Ms

Rowley says women are always
hurt by prostitution.

“No woman walks away
unscathed. It is not a harmless
activity. There are huge risks,
especially the risk of violence,
both from the pimps and the
clients,” she said. 

Much of this violence is
never reported as the women
themselves feel they have to
take it as part of the job.

Although comprehensive
human trafficking legislation
was introduced in Ireland in
2008, no one has yet been 
convicted under the act. 

“This is the pattern around
the world. It is hard to catch
people on a charge of human
trafficking, but you can bring
people before the courts on the
charge of organising prostitu-
tion,” said Ms Rowley, who
added that penalties for this
crime are too low.
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By Susan Gately

Charity for
homeless
celebrates 
25 years

Outreach day for non-churchgoers

Legalisation not way to tackle
the sex trade, says Irish group

A CATHOLIC homeless charity
founded by Cardinal Hume is mark-
ing its 25th anniversary with the
launch of a new website which will
feature 25 short films to highlight
the many people who have been
touched by the charity and its work. 

The cardinal established the Car-
dinal Hume Centre in 1986 as a
response to the needs he saw every
day on the streets of Westminster.

He was moved by the desperate
state of the many homeless people
who begged and often slept in 
the streets around Westminster
Cathedral.

More than 1,000 people have
stayed in the centre’s hostel over the
past 25 years, providing many with
a foundation from which to rebuild
their lives. Thousands more have
been helped with a range of services
from housing, employment and
immigration advice to language
training and child care support.

Impact

Chief executive Cathy Corcoran
said: “It is 25 years since Cardinal
Basil Hume established the centre to
help homeless young people who
were sleeping on the streets of Lon-
don and families living in dire bed
and breakfast accommodation.  

“As we celebrate a quarter of a
century of serving the community,
we feel it is important to pay testa-
ment to the incredible impact the
centre has had and the legacy of
Cardinal Hume. What better way to
do that than to hear directly from
those who have been involved in it
over the years?”

She added: “The centre has
evolved not just help homeless young
people but to support hundreds of
disadvantaged people in the West-
minster area. We are sure Cardinal
Hume would be proud of the work
that has been done and continues to
be done in his name.”

To view the films online visit www.
cardinalhumecentre.org.uk

The Governors of our successful, over-subscribed school invite applications for the post
of Deputy Headteacher to share in its leadership and management. 

We are looking for a candidate who:
• is a practising Catholic who will support the strong Catholic ethos of the school and

have a secure understanding of its distinctive nature 
• has very high expectations of themselves, pupils and staff
• is an experienced classroom teacher committed to raising standards, particularly in Key

Stage 2
• is a team player with good interpersonal skills
• is an outstanding practitioner who can support and promote the vision and ethos of our

school, who has high expectations of pupil achievement and behaviour
• is able to lead and manage a staff team within the school

We can offer:
• a caring and inclusive school with supportive, enthusiastic and dedicated colleagues,

governors and parents
• children who are polite, keen, eager to learn and achieve success
• very supportive parents, staff and Governing Body
• a commitment to high quality professional development and future aspirations
• an attractive, welcoming and well-resourced environment

Visits to Holy Family are recommended and warmly welcomed. Application forms and
an information pack are available from Mrs Sharon Burton by post or email:
Holy Family Catholic Primary School, High Street, Langley, Berks. SL3 8NF
Tel. 01753 541442 Fax 01753 549721
Email: school.admin@holyfamilycatholicschool.org.uk

The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to share the commitment. The post
will be subject to an enhanced CRB check, and all qualifications will be verified.

Closing date: applications by the end of Tuesday 26th April 2011
Interview date: Monday 9th May 2011

ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER
Required for September 2011
Salary: Leadership Scale L3-5

Group 3 - NOR: 482 inclusive of Nursery

Diocese of Northampton
Holy Family Catholic Primary School

The Governors of our successful, over-subscribed school invite applications for the post
of Deputy Headteacher to share in its leadership and management. 

We are looking for a Deputy Headteacher who:
• is a committed, practising Catholic
• will be dedicated to supporting the vision and ethos of our school 
• has very high expectations of themselves, pupils and staff
• is passionate in their belief that every child can and should achieve success
• is an excellent and creative classroom practitioner, with evidence of high achievement

and expertise, particularly in Key Stage 2
• can offer expertise in one or more curriculum areas
• is highly motivated and hard working
• is a strong team leader and team player, with good interpersonal and communication
skills
• has an overriding desire to pursue excellence in every aspect of the school’s
performance  
• has a sense of humour and a sense of fun 

We are offering:
• a happy, friendly, welcoming community with a strong Catholic ethos
• children who are polite, keen, eager to learn and achieve success
• very supportive parents, staff and Governing Body
• a commitment to high quality professional development and future aspirations

Visits to the school are recommended and warmly welcomed. Please contact Mrs.
Sharon Burton on 01753 541442 to arrange a visit. Further details and an application
pack are available from the school by post or email: 
High Street, Langley, Berkshire. SL3 8NF
Tel. 01753 541442 Fax 01753 549721
Email: school.admin@holyfamilycatholicschool.org.uk

Holy Family School is committed to safeguarding the welfare of children and expect all
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. An enhanced CRB check is required for
the successful candidate, and all qualifications will be verified. 

Closing date: applications by the end of Tuesday 26th April 2011
Interview date: Wednesday 4th May 2011

DEPUTY HEADTEACHER
Required for September 2011

Salary Range: L 7 – L11, depending on experience
Group 3 - NOR: 482 inclusive of Nursery

Diocese of Northampton
Holy Family Catholic Primary School

A UNIQUE event has been held to
inform people about the Church’s 
ministry and outreach to non-church-
going Catholics.

Three bishops, representatives from
19 dioceses and from a broad cross-
section of Catholic organisations were
among nearly 90 delegates who came
together to pray, share experiences and
good practice at the event which was
held as part of the legacy of the papal
visit to Britain.

The day focused on the needs of 
people who are baptised Catholics but
for different reasons, never or rarely
participate in parish life.

Fr Christopher Jamison OSB, direc-
tor of the National Office for Vocation
and former Abbot of Worth Abbey, gave
the main address. 

He participated in The Monastery

and The Monastery Revisited and pre-
sented The Big Silence, a series which
followed people trying to build silence
and meditation into their daily lives.

The title of his conference address
was ‘Purpose before Pews: What 
does the Church offer?’. Fr Jamison 
suggested that the starting point for this
area of ministry should not necessarily
be an invitation to attend Mass, but an
offering of support to help people to
find their purpose in life. 

The delegates had gathered in
response to an invitation from Bishop
Kieran Conry, chairman of the Depart-
ment for Evangelisation and Catech-
esis, who said: “It is very encouraging
to see so many representatives from the
dioceses and other Church organisa-
tions filled with enthusiasm for this
area of the Church’s mission.

“In this address, Fr Christopher 
challenged people’s assumptions about
what our aims should be and asked if

our first questions should be about what
our society means by ‘happiness’ and
‘spirituality’.”

The event was organised on behalf of
the Bishops’ Conference Department
for Evangelisation and Catechesis by
the Home Mission Desk, in partnership
with a national core group made up of
representatives from dioceses and 
networks across England and Wales.

Sheila Keefe from Keeping in Touch
(Diocese of Portsmouth) is a member of
the national core group and said:
“There was a wonderful unity of focus
and purpose at the event which was the
climax of months of careful planning
and preparation.

“This area of ministry is repeatedly
named by parishes and families as a pri-
ority and it was wonderful to come
together to share our experiences and be
challenged so that we can better reach
out to people with respect and love.”

For details visit bit.ly/popelegacy.

Speaker: Fr Christopher Jamison at
the conference on the Church’s out-
reach to non-churchgoing Catholics
Pic by: MAZUR/www.catholichurch.org.uk

By Sean Price

Loreto girls prove that
they are athletics aces

St Benedict’s pupils foil the competition
as they keep fencing cup for further year
A TEAM from St Benedict’s School
in Ealing has retained the under-11
girls champions title in this year’s
British School Team Fencing
Championships.

The competition was held in the
impressive athletics stadium at
Brunel University and more than
400 fencers from across the country
took part over two days.

Alexandra Thomas, Maddie 
Harris and Camena Foote won both
their matches easily, beating 
L’ Ecole de Battersea 45-11 and
Ipswich High School 45-13.

Only three teams competed this
year. Ipswich had provided the
sternest test in last year’s competi-
tion and the Ealing girls were deter-
mined there would be no repeat.

“We knew what to expect of 
ourselves and were quietly confi-
dent,” said Camena.

Fencing in the junior school is an
extra sporting activity and the girls
train twice a week outside of 
normal games and PE lessons.  

St Benedict’s School entered 13
teams into the championships. The
under-18 boys Hussain Sadiq, Max
Mathias and Rupert Belsham 

finished third in foil and fifth in
epee. 

The under-15 boys’ teams fin-
ished fourth and fifth in foil.

Fencing coach Matthew Gale
said: “I was very proud indeed of

all our fencers’ efforts. 
“This was a particularly tough

two-day event against the best
opposition in the country, which
tested their fitness, endurance and 
commitment.”

ATHLETES from a
Cheshire school have tri-
umphed in the individual
and team events in 
the Independent Schools
Association’s Athletics
Championships.

At the head of the pack
for Loreto Preparatory
School in Altrincham was
fleet-footed, national cham-
pion Claudia Cowan, 11,
who first won the ISA
North cross country event,

before beating the cream of
the country’s top runners in
the national final at Rugby.

All round athlete Clau-
dia, who has previously
won two national track
titles has now joined 
Trafford Athletics Club and
has her sights firmly set on
the running in the Oly-
mpics in either 2020 or
2024.

Claudia, also a top swim-
mer with Stockport Metro,

said: “I don’t know which
event I like the most. I want
to run either 1,500 metres
or cross country at the
Olympics, but I’d also like
to pursue my swimming.”

Claudia was part of the
Loreto Preparatory School
team, which won the under-
11 title at the Northern ISA
championships, but was
running in Rugby when 
her teammates lifted the 
Trafford Catholic Schools’

title at both under-nine and
under-11 level.

Rosemary Hedger, head-
mistress at Loreto Prepara-
tory School, said: “Claudia
is clearly an exceptional
athlete and we all hope to
watch her career develop
over the coming years, 
but we also have tremen-
dous strength in depth 
as her fellow friends
demonstrated in the team
championships.”

En garde! Maddie Harris, Camena Foote and Alexandra Thomas

Talented: 11 year-old Claudia Cowan leads the athletics medal haul for the successful school


